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REMARKS 

Claims 1-31, and 37-46 are pending in the application. Claims l f 1 1, 13, 19, 25, 38, and 
43 have been amended herein. New claim 46 has been added herein. Favorable reconsideration 
of the application, as amended, is respectfully requested, 

I- REJECTIONS OF CLAIMS 1-31 AND 37-45 UNDER 35 tLS.C. € 103 

Claims 1-31 and 37-45 stand rejected under 35 U.S:C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
based on various combinations of references. All rejections have in common U.S. Patent No. 
6,449,250 ("Otani"), U.S. Patent No, 6,148,410 ("Baskey"), and U.S. Patent No. 6,577,642 
("Fijolek"). Applicants believe that all pending claims are allowable for at least the following 
reasons. Withdrawal of the rejections is respectfully requested. 

One of the features recited in independent claims 1, 11, 13, 19, 25, 38, and 43 is directed 
to "pro-registration" of a cable modem with a protection CMTS. Independent claims 1, 11, 13, 
19, 25, 38, and 43 have been amended to further clarify one of the aspects of the invention. 
Independent claim 1 , for example, further requires that "the cable modem is informed of an 
upstream channel of the protection CMTS." Other independent claims contain recitations similar 
to that of independent claim 1. Support for the amendments is found throughout the present 
specification. See, for example, page 12, line 29 - page 13, line 6; page 14, lines 13-21; page 16, 
lines 14-22; and page 29, lines 25-27 of the present specification. No new matter has been 
introduced by these amendments. 

As described at, for example, page 12, line 29 - page 13, line 6 of the present 
specification, the invention defined in independent claims 1,11, 13, 19, 25, 38, and 43 is directed 
to registration of a cable modem in which a cable modem is informed of an upstream channel of 
a protection CMTS. For example, a specific exemplary embodiment of the invention involves a 
cable modem registration process where a cable modem is informed of an upstream channel of 
the protection CMTS by a working CMTS. 

The Otani patent generally relates to switching a plurality of central devices. As the 
Examiner acknowledges in the Office Action, the Otani patent fails to teach or suggest the 
claimed pre-registration. The Baskey patent is concerned with sending updates fiom the active 
router 100 to the standby router 105. See, column 4, lines 54-67. As described at column 4, line 
61-63, the "active and standby routers 100, 105 are synchronized . . . between the two routers," 

Such synchronization between the two routers does not involve a cable modem which is 
informed of an upstream channel of the protection CMTS. It is respectfully submitted that 
Baskets synchronization between the two routers in no way suggests, implicitly or explicitly, 
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that a cable modem is informed of an upstream channel of the protection CMTS. Informing a 
cable modem of an upstream channel of the protection CMTS, as recited in the claims, would 
allow, for example, registration with the protection CMTS* Such a registration with the 
protection CMTS would not be possible by synchronization of the Baskey patent. Therefore, the 
Baskey patent cannot be said to cure the deficiencies of the Otani patent. 

The Fijolek patent also feils to cure die deficiencies of the Otani patent. Specifically, the 
Examiner cited column 21, lines 57-60 of the Fijolek patent in the Office Action. However, the 
cited portion merely describes reception of a configuration file, and registration with a CMTS. 
Such reception and registration have nothing to do with informing a cable modem of an upstream 
channel of the protection CMTS, as recited in the claims. Therefore, the Fijolek patent also feils 
to make up the deficiencies of the Otani patent 

In summary, Applicants find nothing in the prior art that suggests the claimed pre- 
registration feature as recited in independent claims 1,11, 13, 19, 25, 38, and 43. Therefore it is 
respectfully submitted that the invention defined in independent claims 1, 1 1, 13, 19, 25, 38, and 
43, and their dependent claims is patentable over the cited art. Withdrawal of the rejections is 
respectfully requested. 

n. CONCLUSION 

Applicants believe that all pending claims are in condition for allowance, and respectfully 
request a Notice of Allowance at an early date. If the Examiner has any continuing concerns 
about patentability of the claimed invention, he is encouraged to telephone the undersigned at 
510-843-6200, ext 245. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BEYER WEAVER & THOMAS, LLP 

Haroo Yawata 

Limited Recognition under 37 CFR § 1 0.9(b) 

P.O. Box 778 

Berkeley, CA 94704-0778 

Tel: 510-843-6200. ext. 245 



Application No.: 09/484,611 
Atty Docket: C3SCP122/1242 



10 



PAGE 13114 ' RCVD AT 12110/2004 8:51:05 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVRUSPTO-EFXRM/O ' DNIS:8729306 * CSID:15108436203 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-24 



DEC. 10. 2004 5:59PM BWT LLP (BERKELEY) 



NO. 622 P. 14 



BEFORE THE OFFICE OF ENROLLMENT AND DISCIPLINE 
UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



LIMITED RECOGNITION UNDER 37 CFfc § 10.9(b) 

Mr, Haroo Yawata is hereby given limited recognition under 37 CFR § 10.9(b) as an employee of 
Beyer Weaver & Thomas, LLP to prepare and prosecute patent applications wherein the patent 
applicant is the client of Beyer Weaver & Thomas, LLP, and the attorney or agent of record in the 
applications is a registered practitioner who is a member of Beyer Weaver & Thomas, LLP. This 
limited recognition shall expire on the date appearing below, or when whichever of the following 
events first occurs prior to Hie date appearing below: (0 Mr. Haruo Yawata ceases to lawfully reside 
in the United States, (ii) Mr. Haruo Yawata's employment with Beyer Weaver & Thomas, LLP 
ceases or is terminated, or(Iii) Mr. Haruo Yawata ceases to remain or reside in the United Slates on 
an H-l visa. 

This document constitutes proof of such recognition. The original of this document is on file in the 
Office of Enrollment and Discipline of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 



Expires: January 2, 2007 




Director of Enrollment and Discipline 
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